Soap Opera

by Raymond Douglas Davies

© Davray Music Ltd. 1974/75

transcribed and arranged for
cello, guitar and 4 singers

by Wolfgang Schiitzinger

Arrangement © Kaffee Wolfgang Press, Not Inc. 2002



This arrangement has been written with a particular place of performance in mind, and is as close
to the original music as the instrumentation allows. The accompaniment consists of cello and
guitar. The characters of the show are: Starmaker (male)

Andrea (Norman’s wife)

Ordinary man

Singer (female backup singer)
None of the instruments and singers should be amplified. Stage cues, instructions and curtain
cues are designed to suit this place of performance and can easily be adjusted or changed to
better fit a different stage. Most cello parts are to be played with a bow, however, some passages
are marked pizzicato. These passages should be interpreted in a way to achieve the effect and
sound similar to a jazz or rock bass. Some rhythmic patterns for the guitar are indicated to serve
as guidlines. Depending on the skill of the musicians, bowing instructions and strumming
patterns maybe altered during rehearsals. The main goal is to capture the feel of the original
recording and that the performers play naturally. Background harmonies should be approached
the same way. Although they have been carefully arranged, they can also be adjusted to fit skills
and ranges of available singers.
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INTRO 3

Cellist seated alone to the left in front of a light blue curtain
which has a picture of the original album cover on it.
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4 EVERYBODY'S A STAR
(Starmaker)

J |Guitarist seated during opening riff |

strike chords with thumb like a guitar
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Vec.

(spoken)

To prove my point I am going to find the most mundane little man and turn him into a celebrity.
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This looks like a suitably uninteresting house. I wonder if there's anybody here with enough star quality?

(SRS

Star
(q77
| . .
Ve. li. | — I — — —
r 4 I i
Jade Presses the doorbell
Wife peeks from behind curtain
STAR: Hello. What's your name?
WIFE (looks at stranger sceptically
and unfriendly): Andrea
STAR (to himself): Oh, thats a nice name.
(to Andrea): What's your husband's name?
WIFE:Norman
STAR (to himself): His name is Norman. That sounds ordinary
enough. (to Andrea): I would like you to join in a unique experiment
with me. I am going to take Norman's place for a few days. I'm going
to research his ordinary dull little existence.
WIFE (surprised and frightened): Oh, you can't come in now!
The place is in a terrible mess!
STAR: That doesn't matter. I want you to act normally. I want you
to treat me as if I were Norman. I am going to sacrifice my normal
flamboyant life style and become ordinary, boring little Norman J
fora few days. STAR (opens curtain and enters)
cue for the band
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14 ORDINARY PEOPLE
Andrea is dressed in comfortable
ordinary cloths folding laundry
60's style ballad
J Raymond Douglas Davies
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STAR (spoken): Tomorrow I shall become Norman, I shall go to his office, Mix with his workmates. And if they ask
any questions I shall say I'm doing research for one of my songs.
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26 Andrea and Singer
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STAR (checking out clothes in laundry basket): God these pyjamas are aweful!
ANDREA (zappy): Aweful? Well all I can say is my Norman wears them every night.
29 STAR: Alright, no sacrifice is too great for art!
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STAR (seductively): You'd better come to bed darling.
ANDREA (shy and hesitating):
Coming! You'll never get up for work in the morning.
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The Star walks with Andrea slowly toward bed room.
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RUSH HOUR BLUES 4

|Curtain opens: Andrea is serving breakfast and waiting for the star.|

J Raymond Douglas Davies
SINGER (tanborine):
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|The Star enters dressed in pin stripe suit sipping his tea|
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ear - ly morn - ing can't stop yawn - ing,
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Can't lose those ear - ly morn - ing can't stop yawn - ing,
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27 combing his hair
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A quick cup of coffee and a slice of
toast, and the star is off to work.
He exits-curtain falls.
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* NINE TO FIVE

|The Star is sitting at his desk complaining.|
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WHEN WORK IS OVER
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HAVE ANOTHER DRINK

Curtain opens-the scene is a Pub. Two women, the star,

and an ordinary man just like Norman are sitting at a table drinking.
The man is dressed in jeans and a COOL want to be jacket. Andrea
is playing the role of the second woman at the table.
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UNDERNEATH THE NEON SIGN

The Star is at the bus stop waiting for his bus. His
head swimming with alcohol and buzzing with facts,
figures and computers. He is under a big neon sign and
is watching the city lights.
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The Star takes a seat on a bench still waiting for his bus. On a column he sees adverts for holidays in Jamaica,
a weekend in Rom, and a cruise round the Mediterranean. He begins to dream of a nice vacation away from his dull life.
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HOLIDAY ROMANCE 65
The star has fallen into a deep day dream. His eyes closed and with a smile on his face.
His facial expressions responding to the lyrics
J Raymond Douglas Davies
INTRO
y MAN:
Man & Star [%g = - - y
' + 2
| I
, 0- 0-/A A 0- 0-/A o- A
Guitar [%B 7 /—7—7 /—/ B A—" —— 4 7 f—F | / | 7 |Z’/
3 I I I
- Y e s 2
wofat £ Fe b Fast LLease iy
s ] ]
Violoncello %
S A
4 m— | , , ,
M &S ] : |
: @1 H_‘ _‘1
K%
had a break for a week So I booked my seat And con - firmed a re-ser-va-tion
y 0- A7 0-
Guit. [ — 7 57 :  d— a— : 4 v
4 | 7 | 7 | [ | 4 | 4 |
3 [ I I I I I
P~ ! . .
Ve. = E P 4 : 4 S ei— ¥ ¥
7 7 4 7 I 7 [4 4
9
I I I I h 4 I I ! I
M &S - ¥ | I ® 71 r_i_y \ P — o o |
b 1
_‘_
At a qui-et lit-tle sea-side ho - tel I packed my bags And |
b o7 Y a7 (muted) 0-
Guit, [%b e e e e e e =
4 | 7 | 4 | 4 | 4 | 4 | 4 | 4 |
3 I I I I I I I I
'A: I h 4 h 2 h 4 h 4
Ve )b T A A i ¥
I & & f ! I




Vec.

M&S

Q
E.
=
-

M&S

Guit. [

Vec.

13
e — N—— == = —
- 7 ‘. EIP - / I ]
caught my train and Reached my des - ti-na - tion Just in
A7 0- L
) 2 77—y y 4 \ 2 7 \ 2 y 4 ) 2
L 4 V4 L 4 V4 L 4 V4 L 4 V4 L 4
4 | 4 | 7 | 7 | 4
3 | | | | = —
4 A
arco
A~ e 2\
s - o_#:ﬁ:t o ;0 ,
Y - Y . | |
: e n— 1 a 4 4 a , . ———
7 I 4 i [ 4 i e 2
16
, STAR: | MAN: | | |
I I I o>—@ I \ 4 — T I I I
f . e }T1T e Y N o o o
b I 17 (o4
.‘-
time for the din - ner gong. Ding - Dong Then 1 saw La -
6 . LA 0- A’
y 4 y 4 y 4 —~ \ 4 77—y y 4 \ 4 77—y y 4
V4 y 4 y 4 L 4 y 4 L 4 V4 L 4 y 4 L 4 V4
| | | 7 | L4 I 7 1 [4 I
3 — | I I I I I I
7- — .
& & p1zz.
7 VS — 1— . . -|'- o
MR L] I I I h 4 h 4 h 4 h 4
| | ! L 4 L 4 L 4 L 4
[4 [ [4 [
>
()
| | | |
— = — e e =
| & ==—=———T =
’ T
vin-ia____ Stand-ing at the bot-tom of the stairs.
, 0- o7 6’ ¢7 F
h 4 y 4 h 4 y 4 h 4 y 4 h 4 y 4 h 4 y 4 h 4 y 4 h 4 y 4 h 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 //
L 4 V4 L 4 V4 L 4 V4 L 4 V4 L 4 V4 L 4 V4 L 4 V4 L 4 V4 V4 V4 L/
7 | [ | 7 | [ | 7 | 7 | [ | [ | | | ]
b% I I I I I I I I I I I
y = Y f
M L] h 4 h 4 ) I ) )
i i I 1 I . I
> v v v v 5 @ #7




N

Voice

5

|The two women from the pub taking a seat on the bench, The Star sitting in the middle. |
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| Curtain opens; the star entering and Andrea greating him with open arms. |
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Norman loves it and you did ask me to act normally, didn't you. I mean I can't cope with all that
fancy stuff you like to eat; like pizzas ands eggs benen-benedict or whatever you call it. I mean, I just....
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DUCKS ON THE WALL

| While the Star is complaining Andrea is trying to clear the table and is nearly in tears. |
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YOU CAN'T STOP THE MUSIC

Raymond Douglas Davies
| Cellist and guitarist remain seated in front of curtain. |
GUITAR PLAYER (spoken):
And so Norman decides to stop living out his fantasy
of being a rock star and accepts reality. This is the end
for Norman but not for us because there will always be
someone ready to take his place - after all, everybody's a star!
| Guitarist start last song. Curtain remains closed. |
J | All singers enter stage in front of curtain..
A 6 ) A
Gultar I,ll III I,l I,I I,I I,I III III III III I,I III I,I III I,I III III III III I,I
"4 [ [ e ——— [ — e —— [ [ ———
(o A
44 N — | = =
WM i - I Ig’ I 7 7 | | | | |
Y 1 1 1 1
ANDREA: Let's_ all raise a glass__ Tothe rockstars of__ the past,
) 6 0 A G 0 A
Gult. ° I,I I,I I,I I,I I,I I,I I,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I

N\

WM

N

I I I I I
I == I J

. SINGER: Andthosethat nev - er ev-en

il
|
w
)

—_— I I

M T Ll I. | ' ' ' ' [ z Ll
° I I I I 7 I I I 7

NORMAN: Thosethat made it, Thosethat fade-ed,

b
e 0 A 6 0 A
Gult. %ﬂ. - II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II

o




105

2
2 44 ==
WM ¥ — — —
v 7
adethe grade,_
M ? ,  — R —
3
STAR: Thosethat we thought__wouldnev - er last.___
440 0 6 0 A
Gult . %ﬂ /| : II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II
12
Fovr P
v (= - - et
r 4 I I I !
Y ' [ —
Z . AA
V4 L N | |
WM # : — — — %&
SINGER: Sing-ers comeand go,
44 =
T L] L] Ld ; -
M ° Il I I
N vV T
NORMAN: Sing-ers comeand go,
L4 0 o/Ft A 6 o/Ft A
Gult . %ﬂ /| : II II II II II II II II II II II Il II II II II
16 ; ;
Ve. [—Fﬂ i = E I =
o5 242 = fo—— o 242 =t
20
V4 JL L | | N | |
WM ' T 3 nl il !—_'Iu T 3 .i — .I !—_'Iu
_ And stars fade a-way._ They van-ish in the haze
- | — | —
M i —— — © i i—‘——‘—?—?—d——ﬁ—?—d—’—
N I I v— I
_ And stars fade a-way.___ They van-ish in the haze
a '* ) G 0 A 6 0 A
GIllt b y 4 4 y 4 4 4 4 y 4 4 4 y 4 y 4 4 4 4 y 4 4
. # /| V4 y 4 y 4 y 4 V4 y 4 V4 y 4 V4 y 4 V4 y 4 V4 V4 y 4 y 4
20
govr.
ve. [—H = |
r 4 ~y ~y
e o =



106

24
wnt (A b Yoo Ty oy | ——)
Go—F—7 - —&
_ They're nev-er  seen a - gain, Butthe mu - sic just
b | — =
M = r—F >V ¥ oo P :
N — v— I — 7
_ They're nev-er  seen a - gain, Butthe mu - sic just
440 0 A G 0 G
Gult . %ﬂ 1 ° II ,I ,I ,I ’I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ’I ,I ,I
24
y | :
ﬁiﬁ f i f f f
V[ o o | fo | fo——o
‘ o © o
28
Vd J L
WM e 1 N — a— — —
[ ¢ !
SN—" ~~—
__keeps play-ing on.____
J L | | N |
M e e = =
N —Y :
_ keeps play -ing on.___
) A 6 0 A
GLIlt . # /| . II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II
- . 404 I a s -
28 ... - %F e ——
) A A F A A
Ve [—F‘F t I
— ©
‘ o o - ﬁ o ©




WM

Guit.

N\

WM

Guit.

2
V4 4 I |
° 7 : I I 4 : F I I 4
I I v T I I v T |
They can't stop the mu-sic, Theycan't stop the mu sic, They
44 | N — ) —
t Yol &= B
t—F = | e e e
Y | | | 1 1 |
NORMAN:They can't stop the mu-sic, They can't stop the mu-sic, They
a II | 6 0 A 6 ) A 6 )
b y 4 4 y 4 4 V4 V4 4 y 4 4 y 4 y 4 V4 4 y 4 4 y 4 4 4 y 4
# /| V4 V4 V4 y 4 y 4 V4 y 4 V4 y 4 y 4 V4 V4 V4 V4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 V4
'Al 'JII% J 'fj h 2
r 4 LS l‘in -
2 " (id
ﬁiﬁ 1 f f I . f
71 ko I S I Tos I S
37
’0 4.4 LN
~ | ) | | —
Ll : 7 I I*I L] Ld
Il —_8
can't stop the mu-sic play-ingon.____
L N | |
L P — ' —] il v —o — —
° I I I 7
)Y I I I
can't stop the mu-sic play-ingon.____
a '* ) 6 0 A 6 0 A
# b ,I 4 ,I II ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I II II ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I
VSIS P N S
e e e
- 1 -
27 I’ [id
P A A A A
ve. [ﬁ# T | . i | |
4 /| ~ -~y | | ~ |
g h"' - o 0 © ﬁ" o ©



108

C

42
9 4.4 Y] | R |
M[ i i o s At &t EE B
STAR: I'vebeen half a mil-lionplac - es, I'veseen half a mil-lionpeo
440 0 0 ¢ 6 0
Guit. %ﬂ —/— i [—/—— —/— [

T

=
qll]
D
rTes
QL
—xr
D

r 4
)
46 4 |
4 1 1 1 A
L = e — i — ——— | — —
Y —— : | T T I ' '
- ple who stare, I'vebeena star_I'vebeen downandout, I'vebeen puton, saton,
44 C ] ) ¢ 6 0
Gult %ﬂ. : II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II

— r —— e e R e
S S— o’ i 2 -
! !

I I I ] Li| [4 | | I Li| I I
T T " T

| v = ]
punchedandspaton, They'vealledme a fag got,a spivand afake, Theycanknockme downand
| ¢ 6 ) ¢ ] )
y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 V4 V4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 V4 V4
y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4
50
—] —] n
‘hnl ! © hnl I ©
71 fo | . fo |



109

54 I SOLO
' 4 . ﬁ’ .
vttt et e -
3 . /i (A '
treadon my face, Butthey can'tstop the mu-sic play-ing on.____
GUITAR SOLO:
s G ¢ 6 0
Gult . II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II
154
Lo — . —
L] | I I I I -~
ve [ /o = 4o oo 2
e
58
| ¢ 6 0 ¢ 6 0 ¢ 6
GLIlt . /| . II II II y 4 II II II II II II II II y 4 II II II II II II II

Background harmonies for guitar solo

é3

'y 4.4 A :
s gt tr

] I ' v I I '

v
They can't  stop the mu-sic, They can't  stop the

| 0 ¢ 6 0 ¢ 6
GLIlt . : Ii II Ii II Ii Ii Ii Ii Ii II II Ii Ii II Ii Ii II Ii Il II
63
p i | |
'I\:' 1 | | 1 | |
Ve [—)—ﬂ —o h()l I o I hr)l I ©
Saas ! fo | o ! fo |
68
4 ‘a 1 ‘- 1
| 5 sty 5 s iis—s v 5
° Li| I 7 I I 1] LI I L4 I I 1) LI I 7 I
] ' I I ' v I I ' v I I
mu-sic,  They can't  stop the mu-sic,  They can't stop the mu-sic,  They
L4 ¢ 6 0 ¢ G 0 c 6
Gult . %ﬂ /| : II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II
68
é 4 1 I | 1 I 1 I |
vo (M= ———e——Ir ===
N T | 4 T 7 T




7 INTERLUDE
4.4 . . . . e
' st 5 13 = o
WM [%ﬂ' I E: Li| I L4 I I E: Li| I 7 = Y
3 ' v | | ' v | | ~
can't  stop the mu-sic, They can't stop the mu-sic, Ah,
) ¢ 6 ) ¢ 6 A
GLllt . # /| . II II II II II II II II II II / II II II II II II II II II
73
4 | |
ve ([ o fo—— =
s . ﬁd . ﬁa
78
AWy - N o= -
WM = i ’ -'_Cf_“_“‘_’_;_g
| o == o
ah, ah, ah, ah, Let's_ all  raise a glass___ Tothe
L A | | p—
/| — — — I) I I I I I I
Y i | EESSEE
3
Let's_ all  raise a glass___ Tothe
| 6 ) A ] ) A 6 )
Gult. #. : II II II II II II II II II II V4 II II II V4 II II II II II
83
ARy . L~ = =
WM [t ey = rrray e ta
oo o——o o - - —
rockstars of__ the past, Thosethat made it, Thosethat fade-ed. And
44 — = = =
M .  — — ﬁ—%:ﬁ = ’
) 1 < | —
rockstars of__ the past, Thosethat made it, Thosethat fade-ed, And
WAL 6 0 A 6 )
Gult . %ﬂ /| : II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II



WM

11

<
V) mm—m
\d »

87
20 44 | | ! | e p—
/| I I I I I/_\ I I v —
'—4—@&—‘1—4—4——4—4—4—4—4
' = o o—o o
those that nev - er ev-en made the grade,
4 L I I l C\I . I I I
58 5535 53 Y|V » 7 o ¢
) | — !
those that nev - er ev-en made the grade, STAR: Those that we thought
) A 6 0 G
# — ya ya ya ya ya ya 77— —7 ya
/| y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4
1Y
L | a a | N |
L La— 0 D ' 4 = —
. e o e 3
__would nev - er last.
’ " | O A G
b y 4 y 4 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 4 y 4 4 4 4
# /| V4 V4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4
%
P
Eiiis —r = = |
\ ) | I l hv &



112

N

AA

WM

<
o
p ——
N
-;__

o

o

'95 l Background
#' IF. !: I I 7
! v I I
Can't stop the mu-sic, They
4 I o | |
1 - I . I
— — 1y .
VG- J e
NORMAN: Sing-ers comeand go, And
a II | A 6 orF A 6 0
: II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II II
# ° | | I | | |
93 3 3
—F == | |
P e o b
97
/ I
. = e == ==
! v I I I ! v | | I
can't stop the mu-sic, They can't stop the mu-sic, They
— i — i
° : | | _‘ 4 [ : II| | - I. _‘ 4 [
S T T vV T
stars fade a-way.___ They van-ish in the haze_ They're
44 6 0 A 6 0
%ﬂ b II ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I II ,I ,I ,I ,I II ,I II
97
b
/F | |
> © H e © ﬁ o
101
Bl 5 =) 5 45 Yy v,
' - y - b 7
# M I ﬁ I | 7 E 7
! v L I | I I ~
can't stop the mu-sic, They can't stop the mu - sic, on._
W )
—— - i 1 i i - ] ] e
3 v ' I I v v
nev-er seen a- gain, Butthey can't stop the mu-sic play-ing on._
4.4 A 6 0 6 0
%ﬂ b II + ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I ,I II ,I II II y 4
'101
ﬂ
J i
> © H o h o °



113

CODA

105

Vd J
WM %’ '

< &7

Uh,

A

CODA

e 44

A

A

. 24

»

Guit.

“Twe Wz |
N
TN m N W ™ TR
wn
™
g el S N Q|
C e C o A
™
_ N o
_ L
T i) ™
w2
L1 = N 4
g N 180
T |
N
W & ™N
w2
™
um D N q
< N Dl |
= e
I
2811
™
. q ail
IBI® =S <M Ji:18
. . e
& - s
A=) S
She A 95 AN,
N '4 '
= = &
= >

[Reneat often! Bow together. e



114

114

NN
_ _ < [N T8
L
T 2 TN €I
2 g
1 1
L = - = N 1]
(&) N
E [Ny E ji!
P an [} nnuk Q
X £
NN
ma p af |w p
W 2 N O "N
wn wn
N
> g
g S ol QL
@) O
NN
i [ o | N 118
L
T .S RS .S N
w2 wn
1 1
H m — m o N TR
! - - al
=5 J ﬂ ™
L]0 ]
X
< %&o JF 'S¢
N '4 '

WM




